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OUTSIDEINSIDE
LAST WEEK: Do you plan to do all of your 
holiday shopping locally this year?
Results/5A

VIEWPOINTS
To report home delivery problems, 

please call 970-871-4250 on Sunday 
from 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. Missed papers 

will be delivered by 10:30 a.m.

www.steamboatpilot.com
THIS WEEK: Is Sheriff Gary Wall asking for 
too much spending freedom in budget 
negotiations with the county?
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Remaining 
cloudy. 
High of 39.
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A year after a terrible fire, the Foos family is back in Phippsburg

After being homeless for nearly a year, 
Kathy Foos finally was back at home on 
Haymeadow Lane, south of Phippsburg, just 

in time for Thanksgiving. 
“It feels real. It’s kind of a shock,” Foos said 

Wednesday, sitting on the porch of her home with her 
23-month-old grandson, T.J. Larsson. 

“Finally, Kathy’s drama is over,” she said. 
Foos’ former home on Haymeadow Lane burned 

to the ground on Dec. 11, 2007. Foos, her son, Jules 
Hedemark, and T.J. narrowly escaped the blaze, 
though her dogs, cats and nearly all the family’s pos-
sessions were lost. 

Foos began moving into her new home Nov. 21, 
after receiving her certificate of occupancy for the 
doublewide modular home donated by a construction 
company in Edwards. Coolers full of her grandson’s 

toys sat in the living room Wednesday, still waiting to 
be unpacked, though Foos already had personalized 
her new house with a bright green exterior paint job.

In addition to unpacking, the family still has some 
finishing touches to do to the property, including fin-
ishing the roof, doing dirt work and cleaning up the 
lot. 

“Your logs are in my way, Mom,” Foos’ son Titus 
Larsson said jokingly, dissatisfied with how he had to 
park his truck Wednesday after arriving at the house 
with new fans and space heaters.

Despite securing the house shortly after the fire,

for the holidays
MATT STENSLAND/STAFF

A year after South Routt County resident Kathy Foos’ home burned to the ground, she has moved into her new home 
in time for the holidays. Foos estimated that community members have donated $20,000 to help rebuild her home and life.

Home

SUNDAYFOCUS STORY BY MELINDA DUDLEY

See Home, page 10A

Council finishes 1st year

Brandon Gee
PILOT & TODAY STAFF
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Pride, frustration, satisfaction 
and apprehension are among 
the sentiments felt by Steamboat 
Springs City Council members a 
year after a 2007 election that 
brought five new faces to the 
seven-member body.

In its first year, the current 
City Council made progress and 
found consensus on some issues, 
but they stalled and were sharply 
divided on others. They reversed 
some work of the previous coun-
cil and took up initiatives of their 
own. A city manager was lost, 
and the economy forced tough 
budget decisions.

“It’s been good,” Councilman 
Walter Magill said. “It’s been a 
learning experience, but I think 
we’ve made good strides.”

Magill, Cari Hermacinski, 
Scott Myller, Jon Quinn and 
Meg Bentley were elected in 

November 2007, when three 
incumbents were defeated.

“With this economy and the 
loss of our city manager, it’s been 
a real challenge,” Councilman 

Following Darwin’s footsteps
Zach Fridell
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Community members and 
students will be able to bond 
with tortoises and other wildlife 
on the Galápagos Islands in an 
expedition set up by two pro-
fessors at Colorado Mountain 
College’s Alpine Campus. 

Assistant biology professor 
Shawn Sigstedt and adjunct 
biology instructor Judy Goulet 
are looking for a dozen peo-
ple to commemorate the 
150th anniversary of Charles 
Darwin’s landmark writing, 
“On the Origin of Species,” a 
treatise on evolution that was 
researched in the Galápagos. 

Goulet said she wanted to 
give the students a chance to 
travel to the Galápagos to see 
how biology can be an active, 
participatory study. 

“It’s a long expedition for 
them, and when you’re teach-

ing biology, you want students 
to see that it can be fun,” she 
said. “When students think of 
biology, they think of being in 
a lab.”

The group will travel with 

National Geographic Ex -
peditions on and around the 
Galápagos Islands, near the 
South American coast of 

CMC instructors plan an expedition to Galápagos IslandsMembers of 
city government 

reflect on work at 
Centennial Hall
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Adjunct biology instructor Judy Goulet inspects plants in a greenhouse at 
Colorado Mountain College’s Alpine Campus. Goulet and assistant biology professor 
Shawn Sigstedt hope to lead a dozen community members and students on an expe-
dition to the Galápagos Islands in May. 

India 
terror 
ends

Ramola Talwar Badam
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MUMBAI, INDIA

It took only 10 young men 
armed with rifles and grenades 
to terrorize this city of 18 mil-
lion and turn its postcard-per-
fect icons into battlefields until 
security forces ended one of the 
deadliest attacks in India’s his-
tory early Saturday.

After the final siege at the 
luxury Taj Mahal hotel, adoring 
crowds surrounded six buses car-
rying weary, unshaven comman-
dos dressed in black fatigues, 
shaking their hands and giv-
ing them flowers. One of the 
commandos said he had been 
awake for nearly 60 hours since 
the assault began Wednesday. 
Another sat sipping a bottle of 
water and holding a pink rose.

“What happened is disgust-
ing,” said Suresh Thakkar, 59, 
who reopened his clothing store 
behind the hotel Saturday for 
the first time since the attacks. 
“It will be harder to recover, but 
we will recover. Bombay people 
have a lot of spirit and cour-
age.”

The bloody rampage, carried 
out by suspected Muslim mili-
tants at 10 sites across Mumbai, 
the nation’s financial capital 
formerly known as Bombay, 
killed at least 195 people and 
wounded 295. Among the dead 
were 18 foreigners, including six 
Americans.

Orange flames and dark 
smoke engulfed the Taj Mahal 
after dawn Saturday as Indian 
forces killed the last three mili-
tants with grenades and gunfire. 

FILE PHOTO

City Council members, from left, Scott Myller, Walter Magill, Cari Hermacinski, 
Meg Bentley and Jon Quinn take the oath of office on Nov. 13, 2007, after an election 
that brought sweeping change to the group. The council members now have a year of 
experience — with steps forward and back — in Centennial Hall.

See Council, page 9A See Expedition, page 10A

See India, page 8A
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A pin that belonged to Kathy Foos’ great-grandmother was one of 
the few things that survived the fire.
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