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State Sen. Jack Taylor, R-Steamboat Springs, discusses his career in public service 
Tuesday at his Strawberry Park home.
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During 16 years at the Capitol 
in Denver, state Sen. Jack Taylor 
was the prime sponsor of 211 
bills and 39 resolutions or memo-
rials.

Every one of those was a bat-
tle — some harder than others 
— about issues ranging from 
tourism to taxation, water leg-
islation to wildfire mitigation, 

agriculture to energy develop-
ment and petroleum cleanups 
to pet neutering. Sit ting at his 
dining room table in Strawberry 
Park last week, Taylor thumbed 
through a list of his accom-
plishments while serving in the 
state House of Representatives 
from 1993 to 2000 and the state 
Senate from 2001 to 2008. The 
Steamboat Springs Republican 
is term-limited in the Senate and 
completed his final session of the 
state Legislature last month. 

Taylor will continue as an 
active legislator through the 
end of the year — he met with 
Colorado River District officials 
and toured the South Platte River 
last week, for example, as a mem-
ber of the Legislature’s Water 
Resources Review Committee. 
But the Western Slope’s senior 
state politician knows that, at the 
end of a six-term run, now is 
a time more for reflecting than 
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With a weeklong series of 
hearings on new oil and gas 
regulations looming, backers of 
stronger rules are urging state 
officials not to back off their pro-
posals while industry officials are 
warning of economic collapse.

Hundreds of people were 
expected at a hearing Monday at 
the Paramount Theater in down-
town Denver. The session will 
launch a week of meetings on 
proposals to revamp how oil and 
gas development is managed in 
Colorado.

An earlier gathering in west-
ern Colorado, a hot spot of the 
state’s natural gas development, 
drew about 2,000.

Stoking the pre-hearing emo-
tions were recommended changes 
to proposals first released by reg-
ulators in March. State officials 
say they’re clarifications based on 
comments from the public and 
oil and gas industry.

“I don’t view it as a watering 
down,” said Dave Neslin, acting 
director of the Colorado Oil and 
Gas Conservation Commission, 
the main regulatory body.

Neslin said laws approved last 
year that require more consid-
eration for wildlife, the environ-
ment and public health when 
approving oil and gas production 
also require the state to foster 
development of the resources.

“It’s a balance,” Neslin said.
The balance has been in the 

industry’s favor and supporters 
of tougher rules say the state 
risks keeping it that way by back-
ing off before the oil and gas 
commission votes on final regu-
lations in August.

“The state seems to be caving 
into industry opposition on very 
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Steamboat Springs Arts Council Executive Director Marion Kahn was 
one of four people from Steamboat Springs to attend the June 12 to 14 National 
Performing Arts Convention in Denver.
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On the final day of the 
National Performing Arts Con-
vention in Denver, hundreds of 
arts delegates from across the 
country are having problems 
with technology.

Anxiously pointing small 
remote controls toward the front 
of a ballroom at the Denver 
Convention Center, the delegates 
are casting votes on priorities 

in the performing arts, debating 
how to most effectively address 
concerns such as: “Our commu-
nities do not sufficiently perceive 
the value, benefits and relevance 
of the arts, which makes advo-
cacy and building public support 
for the arts a challenge at every 
level.”

The questions aren’t easy ones 
to answer, and not all of the tiny 
remotes work.

But the eagerness of this 
group — which includes four 
delegates from Steamboat 

Springs — is clear. As part of 
the pilot Collaborative Com-
munity Planning Process, Steam-
boat Springs Arts Council 
Ex ecutive Director Marion 
Kahn, Colorado Mountain 
Col  lege Alpine Campus Dean 
Kerry Hart, Steamboat Springs 
Chamber Resort Association 
Executive Vice President Sandy 
Evans Hall and local artist Susan 
de Wardt are at the convention to 
exchange ideas and start building 

Two weeks after undergoing heart surgery 
for a chemotherapy-induced arrhythmia 
last November, breast cancer survivor Dr. 

Rosanne Iversen already was pushing herself to 
get back outside and back in shape. After all, she 

had a mountain to climb in 
only six months.

“I was like a caged lion,” 
Iversen said. 

A self-described novice 
mountaineer, Iversen went 
from having her life consumed 
with cancer to climbing four-
teeners on skis and spending 
all her free time training.

Last week, Iversen climbed 
to the summit of California’s 
Mount Shasta with a group of 
35 breast cancer survivors and 
supporters in Climb Against 
the Odds 2008. The climb 
benefited a San Francisco-
based nonprofit organization 
founded in 1992, the Breast 

Cancer Fund, which works to identify and elimi-
nate environmental causes of breast cancer while 
also raising awareness of the disease and making 
it a public health priority.

Uphill battle
A local physician’s 
fight against cancer
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Rosanne Iversen hikes the Spring Creek Trail on June 6 in preparation for summiting 
Mount Shasta.

State officials to 
debate oil, gas

Clash 
set on  
energy 
rules

Performing arts convention challenges city to plan for future

Artistic endeavors

See Convention, page 12A

Uphill battle
■ Today
Iversen, a novice mountaineer, throws herself into training and 
fundraising for her arduous climb; a closer look at research 
into the environmental causes of breast cancer

■ June 29
Iversen and a team of 35 breast cancer survivors and sup-
porters from across the country summit Mount Shasta
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Gas grill owners are feeling 
the burn of high propane pric-
es.

“They have gone up tre-
mendously,” said Bud LaFoe, 

store manager 
at Elk River 
Farm and Feed 
in Steamboat 
Springs. “Pro-
pane follows 
gasoline prices, 
and they have 

probably increased — I imagine 
it’s gone up over a dollar a gal-
lon over last year.”

Elk River charges $4.15 a 
gallon for propane, and LaFoe 
estimated that the company 
charged about $3.15 at this time 
last year.

“I know it was $2.99 for a 
long time,” he said. “It doesn’t 
go up as fast as gasoline, but it 
does go up.”

Propane prices are tied to 
crude oil and natural gas prices, 
according to the federal Energy 
Information Administration. 
Propane is a byproduct of natu-
ral gas processing and petroleum 
refining. The price is tied more 
closely with crude oil, the infor-
mation administration noted, 
because it “competes mostly 
with crude-oil-based fuels.”

Supply and demand, proximi-
ty of supply and the market that 
is served also influence price.

LaFoe said customers have 
been talking about the price the 
same way they discuss gasoline 
price increases.

“I had one guy say, ‘If this 
keeps going on, I’m going to buy 
a charcoal grill,’” he said. “If it 
gets much higher, it’s going to be 
cheaper to use charcoal.”

At Ace Hardware, customers 
can buy 18 pounds of Royal Oak 
charcoal briquettes for $6.50. 
Filling up a 20-pound propane 
tank would cost more than $20. 
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