
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2008
VOLUME 121, NUMBER 32 • STEAMBOAT SPRINGS, COLORADO • www.steamboatpilot.com

INTERNATIONAL WORKER LIMITS HIT HOME   | BUSINESS  1B $1.00
AN INVITATION
Edgemont reaches out to buyers
REAL ESTATE 1C

| BUSINESS  1B $

ON THE MAT
State

wrestling 
action

SPORTS 1D

Classifieds . . . . . . . 3B
Crossword . . . . . . . 5E
Education . . . . . . . . 6A
Happenings . . . . . . 2A
Horoscope . . . . . . . 5E

Milestones . . . . . . . 3E
Obituaries  . . . . . . . 3A
South Routt . . . . . . 7A
Television . . . . . . . . 5E
Viewpoints . . . . . . . 4A

OUTSIDEINSIDE
LAST WEEK: Should the city approve the 
proposed two-year contract extension for 
Triple Crown Sports, including the use of 
Emerald Park fields? Results/5A

VIEWPOINTS
To report home delivery problems, 

please call (970) 871-4250 on Sunday 
from 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. Missed papers 

will be delivered by 10:30 a.m.

www.steamboatpilot.com
THIS WEEK: Should Routt County 
commissioners approve the installation of 
winches on Sheriff’s Office vehicles?
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Snow 
afternoon, 
night; 3 to 6 
inches. 
High of 39.
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DENVER

Amid the debate on proposed 
wide-scale changes to Colorado’s 
oil and gas regulations, one fact 
sticks out: The natural gas boom 
is changing the state’s landscape.

Colorado issued a record 
6,368 drilling permits last 
year, six times the 1999 num-
ber. Currently, there are 34,000 
active wells statewide. Tens of 
thousands of new gas wells are 
expected on federal land alone 
during the next 20 years.

Development could rev up 
even more if companies figure 
out economically feasible ways 
to tap the hundreds of billions 
of barrels of oil shale in north-
western Colorado, Utah and 
Wyoming.

“There has been an expo-
nential increase in the activ-
ity of oil and gas develop-
ment in Colorado,” said Harris 
Sherman, executive director of 
the state Department of Natural 
Resources.

It’s generated high-paying jobs 
and millions of dollars in tax 
revenue. A state-funded report 
last summer said the oil and 
gas industry contributed nearly 
$23 billion in direct and indirect 
economic benefits in Colorado 
in 2005.

The boom also has led to 
conflicts between landown-
ers and gas companies, health 
complaints from people living 
near wells and concerns about 
Colorado’s wildlife. Fishing and 
hunting make up a big part of 
the economy in some parts of 
the state.

Efforts to strike a balance 
drove the push last year for two 
new laws broadening the scope 
of how the oil and gas industry 
is regulated by involving state 
wildlife, health and environment 
experts and revamping the rules.

Another change is the over-
haul of the Colorado Oil and 
Gas Conservation Commission, 
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The dismal state of transpor-
tation funding in Colorado and 
nationwide means all the talk 
about improving U.S. Highway 
40 in the west Steamboat Springs 
area likely will remain just that 
for the foreseeable future. 

Traffic congestion on the main 

conduit through Steamboat is 
gathering growing attention 
from residents and public offi-
cials. Various improvements to 
U.S. 40 have been identified as 
necessary, and the city is tak-
ing part in capacity and access 
analyses to prepare for them.

But plan all it likes, the city 
remains largely at the mercy of 
rapidly shrinking outside sourc-
es of funding, experts say.

“The short answer is there 
isn’t any” money, said Routt 
County Commissioner Diane 
Mitsch Bush, “and there isn’t 
going to be any for a long time. 
There’s so many other needs.”

Mitsch Bush, vice chairwom-
an of the Colorado Department 
of Transportation’s Northwest 
Transportation Planning Re -

Officials 
balance 
energy 
boom 
impacts
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Confluence Energy co-owner Mark Mathis has been stockpiling lodgepole pines this winter at a piece of property in Kremmling, where he is building a wood 
pellet production facility. Mathis is hopeful the new plant will be turning the beetle-killed timber into pellets once it is finished in four weeks.                               

Outlook grim for state funding for U.S. 40 improvements 
Dire streets

Patches of lodgepole pine have 
been harvested for building 
materials or firewood for three 

generations on Jim Ritschard’s ranch in 
Kremmling.

With more than 40 acres of pine on 
his land, Ritschard saw the supply as 
endless — suitable to his current needs 
and with plenty of timber to harvest as 
a revenue source during his retirement 
years.

But that supply is dwindling much 
faster than he expected.

“About 10 years ago, I began to see a 
lot of trees dying, and a few years later 
about 50 percent of them were turning 

red. Three years ago, I had about 95 
percent total loss on this small farm,” 
Ritschard said Thursday, during a Bark 
Beetle Information Task Force meeting 
in Steamboat Springs.

He told a group of about 50, includ-
ing loggers, portable saw mill owners, 
retail lumber suppliers, foresters from 
the Colorado State Forest Service, 

Cutting a profit
Timber companies harvesting beetle-killed trees

SUNDAYFOCUS
STORY BY MIKE MCCOLLUM

See Trees, page 9A

See Streets, page 10A
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Steamboat Springs’ friendly 
Western charm and small-town 
atmosphere — frequently touted 
to attract tourists and homebuy-
ers — also makes Steamboat 

businesses and cus-
tomers more vul-
nerable to victim-
ization by embez-
zlers, according 
to a local security 
consultant.

“In rural areas, 
we tend to be more 
trusting — both as 
customers of  an 
institution and as 
employers,” secu-
rity consultant 
Rob Douglas said 
Saturday. “We 
really tend to look 
at one another as 
neighbors, which 

is good, but people who per-
form the types of crimes that 
are alleged here can often take 
advantage of that.”

Two Steamboat bank tell-
ers were arrested Thursday on 
suspicion of  embezzling $1.2 
million from Alpine Bank 
account holders during the past 
2 1/2 years, an alleged theft 
that police say is the largest in 
recent memory. 

Pamela Jean Williams, 
of  Milner, and Terri Dawn 
Moody Fatka, who lives on 
Routt County Road 41A south 
of  Steamboat Springs, were 
arrested at the Steamboat 
branch of  Bank of  the West, 
where they began working as 
tellers in January. The women, 
both 41, were charged with 
theft of  more than $20,000, a 
Class 3 felony, and forgery, a 
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For an organization that 
helps direct immigrants to local 
services, visibility and accessi-
bility are key. With those factors 
in mind, Integrated Community 
recently moved into its new 
Intercultural Center on Oak 
Street, and walk-ins already are 
increasing.

Last week, Integrated 
Community assisted a number 
of Steamboat newcomers, rang-
ing from an Australian worker 
needing a reference to a visa 

consultant to a non-English 
speaking family requesting 
assistance navigating the legal 
system for a name change, 
Executive Director Summer 
Laws said. 

Integrated Community is a 
local nonprofit organization 
dedicated to bridging the gap 
between immigrant and non-
immigrant communities. In 

See Energy, page 9A
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A vehicle makes its way through the intersection at 13th Street and U.S. 
Highway 40 in Steamboat Springs on Saturday afternoon.

D E A D  T R E E S  A  G R O W I N G  I N D U S T R Y
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Local citizens gathered at the new location of the Integrated Community 
Intercultural Center in Steamboat Springs on Wednesday night.

Fatka

Williams
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New Intercultural Center opens in downtown Steamboat

Immigrant services expanding

See Center, page 11A

Expert: Trust 
creates victims

Small 
town, 
large 
risks

See Risks, page 11A
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