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OUTSIDEINSIDE
LAST WEEK: Did you do more of your holiday 
shopping in Steamboat than out of town or 
on the Internet?
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news in Steamboat in 2007?
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The ruins of Kathy Foos’ home in Phippsburg smolder after a fire Dec. 11.
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Sonja Macys uses binoculars to search for birds 
from the Fifth Street Bridge in Steamboat Springs on 
Saturday morning. Several bird watchers spent time 
outdoors Saturday counting birds for a survey.

Year 

A look back at an action-packed 2007

craneof the

FILE PHOTOS

Intrawest’s $265 million purchase of Steamboat Ski Area, below center, in March brought 
wide-ranging improvements and vitality to the resort. Routt County Sheriff Gary Wall, 

below left, made headlines throughout the year as did Steamboat Springs School Board 
member John DeVincentis, below right. But above all, the cranes and construction projects 
downtown and at the ski base will leave a long-lasting stamp on our community and the 
year of 2007.

There were few dull moments in 2007.
A $265 million ski area sale that brought 
new vitality to the resort, a City Council 

upheaval, a massive proposed annexation, 
affordable housing policies, the sale of Ski 
Time Square, a bought-out superintendent, a 
vastly improved airport in Hayden, controver-
sial e-mails and a failed recall effort involving a 
School Board member, a broken water pipe and 
emergency portable toilets, historic preservation 
and Iron Horse debates, a rejected recreation 
center, a sheriff  facing charges, growth across 
Routt County, tragic deaths, a baby boom, and a 
December filled with snow.

To name a few.
Although these issues captivated us, there was 

constant news, throughout it all, of a single theme 
that will have profound, lasting impacts on the 
Yampa Valley.

That theme is construction. Demolished land-
marks and new groundbreakings were a seemingly 
daily occurrence in months marked by trucks and 
traffic, hard hats and hope. The construction of 

2007 at the ski base, in downtown Steamboat and 
across Routt County will reshape our communi-
ties for decades to come.

Here’s a look at the year that was.

Transformation
Locals have differing views about the construc-

tion that dominated the sights and sounds of 
Steamboat Springs this year. Local historian Bill 
Fetcher said it made him feel “helpless,” while 
Sandy Evans Hall said she feels “a sense of antici-
pation.”

SUNDAYFOCUS
STORY BY BRANDON GEE

Counting 
crows

Melinda Dudley
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During Saturday’s annual winter bird 
count, aimed at identifying all species of 
birds in the Steamboat Springs area, local 
birdwatchers endured the cold to “put the 
‘brr’ in birding,” Yampa Valley Birding 
Club count coordinator Tom Litteral 
said.

“Most people think birdwatchers are 
crazy, and going out on a day like today, 
it’s easy to see why,” Sonja Macys said, 
with temperatures hovering near zero as 
she headed out to hunt for magpies with 
her binoculars.

The Yampa Valley Birding Club, which 
Litteral described as a “casual social club” 
with about 20 active birdwatchers, has 
taken part in the National Audubon 
Society’s annual Christmas Bird Count for 
the past eight years. The club also coordi-
nates a May Day count with Yampatika.

The winter bird count took place within 
a 15-mile radius of the radio tower site on 
Emerald Mountain. Last year, birdwatch-
ers sighted 45 different species.

“The ultimate goal is to see every sin-

See Birds, page 13ASee Year in review, page 12A
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Kathleen Foos still doesn’t know 
why she woke up in the middle of the 
night on Dec. 11. It was not until near-
ly half an hour later, when she could 
not fall back asleep after a midnight 
snack, that she first noticed anything 
amiss at her Phippsburg home.

Foos saw the smoke beginning to fill 
her kitchen before she smelled it. Her 
son, Jules Hedemark, went upstairs to 
check the chimney, while she went to 
check outside.

When Foos opened her front door, 
she felt a “furnace blast” of heat from 
the garage, which was already engulfed 

in flames. Foos was yelling for her son 
to get out of the house when the lights 
went out.

Foos knew she couldn’t hesitate. 
She ran back into her bedroom and 
grabbed her 18-month old grandson, 
then fled her burning home through 
a window.

Hedemark, disoriented in the dark, 
fell several times before eventually 
crawling down the stairs and finding 
a way out the back door. Foos inter-
cepted him just as he was heading 
back in the front door to get the rest 
of the family out.

“Jules was lucky to get out of there,” 
she said.

Foos’ fears that her two dogs and 
two cats perished in the blaze were 

confirmed when, among her home’s 
ruins, she found the metal collar that 
her 200-pound English mastiff had 
been wearing.

Her animals were not the only things 
lost in the fire. Foos lost almost all of 
her possessions except the clothes on 
her back and the baby blanket her 
grandmother made for her, which she 
carried her infant grandson out of the 
burning house in.

Her 120-year-old piano and her 
classic cars, including a 1977 Chevrolet 
Impala, all burned. One of Foos’ 
prized possessions had been a hand-
carved settee dating back to the seven-
teenth century, which had been passed 
down among the women in her family 

Family rebuilding after fire

See Foos, page 13A

Birdwatchers take 
stock of Steamboat’s 

feathered friends
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