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THIS WEEK: Does Routt County have a 
healthy economy and job market, unlike 
much of the country?

R O U T T  C O U N T Y ’ S  N E W S P A P E R  O F  R E C O R D  S I N C E  1 8 8 5  

Mostly sunny. 
High of 80.
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Connie Minkoff of Billings, Mont., looks at jewelry 
Saturday morning during the Farmers Market in downtown 
Steamboat Springs.                               
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Yampa Valley Electric Association officials say the company has no problems 
handling the current electricity load for consumers.

Kristi Mohrbacher
STEAMBOAT PILOT & TODAY
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Projected growth in the Yampa 
Valley and across the Western Slope 
could strain local electricity infrastruc-
ture in the not-so-distant future.

Yampa Valley Electric Association 
officials long have been concerned 
about the impacts of regional develop-
ment and energy exploration on the 

association’s capacity. That concern 
continues to grow as more subdivi-
sions and developments are planned 
in Routt County — and as natural gas 
and oil exploration booms to the west 
and south. 

YVEA spokesman Jim Chappell 
said Thursday that although YVEA 
has no problems handling the current 
load for consumers, it’s the future he’s 

Valley growth sparks 
electricity concerns

See YVEA, page 14A

From the moment Dr. Rosanne 
Iversen found a lump in her breast 
in January 2007, she was con-

vinced it was cancer. It was a secret she 
kept for more than two months, afraid to 

find out the truth.
As a health care 

provider — she oper-
ates a family practice 
in Steamboat Springs 
— Iversen was fear-
ful of not only being 
right and having her 
cancer confirmed, but 
also of being wrong. 

“No one ever 
wants to be told that 
you have cancer,” she 
said. “But as a phy-
sician, if you go in 
and order diagnostic 
imaging and it turns 
out to be nothing, 

you look like a fool.” 
After an epiphany during a hypno-

sis session at a wellness convention in 
Albequerque, N.M., in February 2007, 
Iversen bit the bullet and scheduled a 
mammogram for six weeks later.

Iversen was on-call at Yampa Valley 
Medical Center the weekend she got her 
diagnosis, trying to admit a patient on a 
Saturday morning.

“Here I had 8- and 10-year-old chil-
dren, a husband, a practice,” Iversen said. 
“How can you take care of someone 
when your life is falling apart?”

In two weeks, Iversen went from mam-
mogram to biopsy to mastectomy, after 
her diagnosis of infiltrated ductal carci-
noma. She began chemotherapy May 1, 
2007.

“It was a shock for me, because I’ve 
lived a healthy lifestyle,” Iversen said. 
“I’m used to preaching to patients about 

After battling breast cancer, Iversen 
prepares to summit Mount Shasta

Uphill battle
A local physician’s 
fight against cancer

On the ’Net
For more information about the Breast Cancer Fund 
and Climb Against the Odds, visit www.breast-
cancerfund.org. From June 17 to 19, check www.
breastcancerfund.typepad.org for daily blog updates 
from base camp. 

Uphill battle
■ Today
As part of her recovery from breast cancer, local 
physician Rosanne Iversen joins Climb Against the 
Odds 2008 to benefit the Breast Cancer Fund
■ June 22
Iversen, a novice mountaineer, throws herself into 
training and fundraising for her arduous climb
■ June 29
Iversen and a team of 35 breast cancer survivors 
and supporters take on Mount Shasta
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Dr. Rosanne Iversen visits with patient Diana Ivancie on Tuesday at 
her medical practice. Iversen began chemotherapy for breast cancer May 1, 
2007. On Thursday, Iversen, also pictured at top, will climb Mount Shasta.See Battle, page 16A
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Kelly Victory is back in Steamboat Springs for 
the summer — and so is the Farmers Market.

“We came down to find some vegetables for din-
ner tonight. We’re throwing some pork chops on 
the grill,” Victory said Saturday morning. “We just 

got back into town, and it’s great 
that the Farmers Market is back, 
too. It gets better every year.”

The first Farmers Market 
of the summer played host to 
about 50 vendors at its new loca-
tion on Sixth Street, Mainstreet 
Steamboat Springs Executive 
Director Tracy Barnett said.

Eager shoppers, many with 
dogs in tow, perused gourmet 

bakery breads, freshly smoked salmon, locally made 
sauces and honey while checking out the early sea-
son vegetable selection.

“Things are a couple of weeks late this year,” 
Sweet Pea Produce’s Alison McMillan said. 
“Mostly it’s lettuces, peas — the heartier stuff.”

This year’s long, hard winter pushed back many 
Farmers Market fan-favorite fruits, leaving shop-
pers eagerly asking when the peaches will arrive. 
Each week, the food vendors will be stationed on 
the Lincoln Avenue side of the Farmers Market, 
with craft vendors and artisans on the Oak Street 
side, offering everything from handmade purses to 
cowboy hats to textiles.

The Farmers Market has capacity for up to 60 
vendors and will offer live music each week from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the Routt County Courthouse 
lawn, Barnett said.

Barnett also reminded residents that overnight 
parking no longer will be allowed on Sixth Street on 
Friday nights, as the street is closed off Saturday for 
the Farmers Market. The street will be signed and 
coned every Friday as a reminder.

“We only had to tow three cars today,” Barnett 
said.

Market 
kicks off 
summer

If you go
What: Farmers 
Market
When: 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Saturdays
Where: Sixth 
Street between 
Lincoln Avenue 
and Oak Street

Vegetable vendors sprout 
sales after long winter

Climbing 
past cancer
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