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OUTSIDEINSIDE
LAST WEEK: Should half-cent sales tax 
revenues be shared with Hayden and South 
Routt schools immediately, rather than when 
the tax is officially renewed? Results/5A

VIEWPOINTS
To report home delivery problems, 

please call 970-871-4250 on Sunday 
from 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. Missed papers 

will be delivered by 10:30 a.m.

www.steamboatpilot.com
THIS WEEK: Does City Council need to revise 
its inclusionary zoning and linkage ordinances 
in the wake of sluggish sales at First Tracks?
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Partly sunny 
and mild. 
High of 50.
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Developers of First Tracks in Wildhorse Meadows would like anyone working in 
Routt County to be able to purchase a unit regardless of income level.Shaya Tayefe Mohajer
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LOS ANGELES

Southern Californians weath-
ered a second straight day of 
devastation Saturday as wind-
blasted wildfires destroyed 
hundreds of homes, shut down 

major freeways 
and forced thou-
sands of  resi-
dents in the path 
of flames to flee 
to safety.

A fire that 
ravaged the Syl -
mar commu-
nity in the hill-
sides above Los 
Angeles’ San 

Fer   nando Valley grew to 6,500 
acres — more than 10 square 
miles — and was only 10 percent 
contained. It sent residents flee-
ing in the dark Saturday morn-
ing as notorious Santa Ana 
winds topping 75 mph torched 
cars, mobile homes and bone-
dry brush.

“We have almost total devas-
tation here in the mobile park,” 
Los Angeles Fire Capt. Steve 
Ruda said. “I can’t even read the 
street names because the street 
signs are melting.”

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger 
declared a state of emergency 
in Los Angeles, a day after he 
did so to the northwest in Santa 
Barbara County, where 111 
homes burned to the ground 
Thursday night in the wealthy, 
star-studded community of 
Montecito.

And as many as 30 homes, 
some of them apparently man-
sions, burned in a fire in Orange 
and Riverside counties, officials 
said.

The Los Angeles blaze, whose 
cause was under investigation, 
threatened at least 1,000 struc-
tures, city Fire Department 
spokeswoman Melissa Kelley 
said. A burned resident was in 
serious condition, and four fire-
fighters were treated for minor 
injuries.

Tom Ross
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The developers of the First 
Tracks affordable housing proj-
ect were turned down by the 
Steamboat Springs Planning 
Commission on Thursday night, 
yet they still deemed it a success-
ful hearing.

“We heard what we needed 

to hear,” said Brent Pearson, 
a principal and chief financial 
officer of Resort Ventures West, 
which is developing resort hous-
ing in Wildhorse Meadows near 
the base of the ski area. 

As part of its development 
permit with the city of Steamboat 
Springs, Resort Ventures West is 
required to build deed-restricted 
affordable condominiums with-
in the project. The company has 

named its affordable housing 
complex First Tracks.

But Resort Ventures West 
Development Manager Marian 
Ishida and her staff have strug-
gled to find buyers for the afford-
able condos, and her company 
has asked for the deed restric-
tions to be relaxed. They’d like 
for anyone working in Routt 
County to be able to purchase 

Relaxed policies sought
City asked to rethink affordable housing guidelines

See Housing, page 9A

Wind 
fuels 
blazes
Wildfires devastate 
Southern California

High-tech survival

Jennifer Loven
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WASHINGTON

World leaders battling a dire 
and deepening economic cri-
sis vowed Saturday to cooper-
ate more closely, keep a sharper 
eye out for red-flag problems and 

give bigger roles 
to fast-rising 
nations — but 
they kicked 
many hard de  -
tails down the 
road until their 

next summit after President-elect 
Barack Obama takes office.

Perhaps as important as the 
modest concrete steps they took, 
the leaders of the planet’s richest 
— and some of the fastest-devel-
oping — nations made clear their 
recognition of the world’s increas-
ingly interconnected financial 
architecture and the responsibili-
ties that go along with it.

“There shall be no blind spots,” 
German Chancellor Angela Mer -
kel declared. “There is here a great 
common will to ensure that such a 
crisis is not repeated.”

Underscoring how bad things 
have gotten this time, President 
George W. Bush, the summit host, 
said he had agreed to the recent 
$700 billion rescue plan for U.S. 
financial institutions only after 
being told the nation was at risk 
of falling into “a depression great-
er than the Great Depression.”

Also significant at the summit 
is the inclusion of a far broad-
er range of countries than the 
elite, old-guard group that usually 
holds such summit meetings.

“Emerging market countries 
were not the cause of this crisis, 
but they are amongst its worst 
affected victims,” declared Indian 
Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh.

Leaders from 21 nations and 
four international organizations 

Leaders 
promise 
action, 
take few 
steps at 
summit

For more
Leaders discuss 
auto bailout
See page 8A
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Resource teacher Michele Friedmann works with sixth-grader Cody Dietz.

Technological advances are not 
only making more tools avail-
able to search and rescue crews, 

they’re allowing lost hikers and hunters 
to help themselves.

Everyday outdoorsmen regularly 
are using their cell phones in the back-
country — where they once could only 
dream about getting a signal — and 
equipping themselves with GPS and sat-

ellite-linked gadgets. As a result, Routt 
County Search and Rescue’s workload 
has evolved to include more rescues 
and fewer searches, member Darrel 
Levingston said. 

Increasingly, calls for assistance are 
made by the lost parties themselves. In 
the absence of complicating factors such 
as injuries or inclement weather, lost 
hunters, backcountry skiers and hikers 
sometimes can be talked back to camp 
without Search and Rescue even having 
to mobilize a field crew.

Zach Fridell
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The North Routt Community 
Charter School is experiencing 
sharp growing pains this year 
as expanding enrollment runs 
into a shrinking budget, even as 
the school attempts to increase 
capacity. 

The Clark school, home to 

58 students, has expanded con-
sistently for several years but 
is faced with budget shortfalls. 
Despite the lack of space and 
money, parents and students 
have remained committed to the 
school’s outdoors- and commu-
nity-based education. 

Founded in 2001, the school 
on a three-building lot compris-
es an old schoolhouse, a barn 
and a yurt. Students practice 

recorder lessons in nooks on 
the stairwell and meetings are 
held in the bathroom for lack 
of space. 

Groundbreaking for a new 
building — in the design stages 
for months — was originally 
scheduled for October, but a 
higher-than-expected bid put 
the project on hold. In the mean-
time, School Director Colleen 

Enrollment, budget facing off
North Routt Community Charter School bursting at seams

See Charter, page 9A

Schwarzenegger

See Wildfires, page 10A
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Handheld GPS devices, such as the SPOT, are changing backcountry dynamics. Increasingly, lost hunters and hikers are finding their own way out of the woods.

Search and Rescue missions adjust to GPS devices

STORY BY MELINDA DUDLEY

SUNDAY FOCUS

See GPS, page 10A

See Economy, page 10A
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