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OUTSIDEINSIDE
LAST WEEK: Are you voting early or by mail 
this year, rather than waiting until Election 
Day? 
Results/5A

VIEWPOINTS
To report home delivery problems, 

please call (970) 871-4250 on Sunday 
from 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. Missed papers 

will be delivered by 10:30 a.m.

www.steamboatpilot.comTHIS WEEK: Should the city restore the noon 
whistle in downtown Steamboat Springs? 
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Mostly sunny. 
High of 62.
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Holiday bookings are down
Tom Ross

PILOT & TODAY STAFF

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS

A family of  four from 
Dallas could book a five-night 
December holiday vacation in 
Steamboat Springs today for 
$3,727.

That would buy them 
roundtrip airfare into Yampa 
Valley Regional Airport on 
American Airlines and a Dec. 
23 to 28 stay in a well-appoint-

ed, three-star condominium not 
far from the gondola at Timber 
Run. 

But facing an uncertain 
economic outlook as win-
ter approaches, the question 
for Steamboat businesses that 
depend on the tourism industry 
is, “Will they come?” And, “If 
they come, how much will they 
have left over to spend on res-
taurant meals, new ski clothing 
and gifts?”

With 32 days left before 

the scheduled beginning of 
the ski season, Bob Milne, of 
Steamboat Resorts, is confident 
the resort will be busy dur-
ing the holidays. Maybe not as 
busy as they were in 2007, but 
busy enough that town will be 
bustling.

“The thing about the holi-
days is, it’s so busy anyway, even 
if we’re 15 percent down from 
98 percent occupancy, it’s going 
to be hard to notice. It’s going 
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Katherine Knapp, of Steamboat Springs, visits with John Evans, who was skiing 
dressed like Santa Claus last Christmas at the Steamboat Ski Area. Some worry the economy 
will limit tourist occupancy this year, but others predict the difference won’t be noticeable.

Steamboat’s winter tourism industry faces mixed projections

See Season, page 11A

Race to 
state 
Senate 
uneven

Kristen Wyatt
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ELIZABETH

As if things aren’t looking 
bad enough for Bob Schaffer, 
now he’s getting fashion advice 
from his own supporters.

Down in the polls, the 
Republican seek-
ing Colorado’s 
open seat for U.S. 
Senate is looking 
for a last-minute 
surge of cash and 
volunteers to take 
on Democratic 
Rep. Mark Udall. 
Saturday, he was 
in Elizabeth, a 
suburb south of 
Denver, working 
a small crowd of 
GOP volunteers.

It’ll be a tight 
race, he says, but 
one he can win 

with their help.
But a couple of supporters 

mention television ads showing 
a casual Udall in front of the 
Rocky Mountains. Why can’t 
Schaffer work harder on his 
homey, guy-next-door image?

“Udall has been able to con-
vince people, with his denim 
shirt and the amber waves of 
grain or whatever behind him, 
to convince people he’s this 
great Coloradan,” scoffs Joy 
Overbeck, a freelance magazine 
writer from Kiowa.

Schaffer smiles and replies 
that he does have such an ad 
— one showing his family with 
a barn and cows in the back-
ground. Haven’t they seen it?

The crowd looks at him blank-
ly. And so it goes for Schaffer, a 
three-term congressman who left 
the U.S. House in 2002 to honor 
a term-limit pledge and is vying 
for the seat being vacated by 
retiring Republican Sen. Wayne 
Allard.

Schaffer down in 
polls against Udall

Schaffer

Udall

See Senate, page 10A
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South Routt Elementary School kindergartner Ava Morgan gets off the bus Friday near her Stagecoach home to meet her mother, Megan Morgan. Stagecoach 
parents soon could have the choice of sending their children to a charter school.

Web 
mail 
ethics 
vague
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PILOT & TODAY STAFF

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS

After discovering city staffers 
were privy to confidential e-mails, 
City Attorney Tony Lettunich 
recently asked the Steamboat 
Springs City Council to commu-
nicate with him using personal 
e-mail addresses.

And whether out of conve-
nience or inattention, council 
members also have used their per-
sonal accounts for other city-relat-
ed matters, underscoring a legally 
vague issue that has gained 
national attention this campaign 
season. From Steamboat Springs 
to Denver to Alaska, questions 
arise when politicians use private 
accounts to conduct government 
business.

Tipped by a September rec-
ords request by the Steamboat 
Pilot & Today, council members 
began to wonder who was see-
ing their e-mails, Councilwoman 
Cari Hermacinski said. Council 
members learned their e-mails 
were being copied to a num-
ber of places within City Hall, 
including the city manager’s 
office. This included privileged 
information from Lettunich, 
and especially was disturbing for 
a council that negotiated a sev-
erance agreement with former 
City Manager Alan Lanning in 
July.

“As it turned out, the city man-
ger had been privy to all the e-
mails we received regarding his 
contract,” Councilman Jon Quinn 
said.

Lanning did not return e-mail 
and cell phone messages Friday.

“The stuff on attorney-client 

City messages go to 
personal accounts

See E-mail, page 12A
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Steamboat Springs Police Sgt. Dale Coyner briefs officers, clockwise from right, 
Tom Munden, John McCartin and Bill Stucker on Friday at the police department. The 
economy could have effects on increased criminal activity, Sheriff Gary Wall said.

Crime could go up
Melinda Dudley
PILOT & TODAY STAFF
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Economic downturn is 
poised to increase demand for 
local public safety and human 
service agencies in the face of 
stagnant or decreasing funding 
and staffing.

“When money gets tight, it 
can spur a number of a prob-
lems,” Steamboat Springs Police 

Capt. Joel Rae said. “We expect 
domestic violence to increase, 
thefts to increase, alcohol-relat-
ed incidents to increase.”

Service calls to law enforce-
ment agencies increase for a 
number of social reasons relat-
ing to economic downturn. In 
particular, there tends to be 
more domestic violence and 
family problems, Routt County 
Sheriff Gary Wall said.

“People who are really strap-

ped monetarily might do some-
thing criminal they might not 
otherwise do,” Wall said. 

The post-9/11 economy is the 
most recent example Steamboat 
Springs law officials have to 
anticipate how current econom-
ic troubles may affect crime in 
the community. 

In 2002 — which Rae char-
acterized as a “flat” year, 

School idea grows
Stagecoach resident Chris Hart 

faces two choices for his son’s 
education. 

Hart works throughout Routt 
County, and his wife works in 
Steamboat Springs. He can either 
send his son to the South Routt 
School District — leaving him with 

no family nearby during the day — 
or take his son to Steamboat Springs 
schools, farther from home. 

But there might be a third option 
that has been discussed for years: a 
school in Stagecoach. 

Resident Kim Rabon, for-
mer principal of South Routt 

Elementary School in Yampa, is 
working to create just that. Rabon, 
Jane Colby and Ken Burgess have 
created a steering committee to cre-
ate a charter school in Stagecoach. 

The creation of the charter school 

Falling economy affects law enforcement budgets

See Crime, page 10A

South Routt plans for more education options

See Charter, page 11A
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